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In This Issue 

• Grand Knight Comments 

• Ladies Auxiliary 

• Roadside Cleanup 

• Ukraine Support 

• Golf Outing 

• Miscellaneous items 

 

Upcoming Events 

May 

05/10 Membership Mtg - SJN 

05/21 Roadside Cleanup 

05/27 Spring Bonfire - SPCR 

 

June 

06/06 Ladies Auxiliary 

06/07 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

06/14 Membership Mtg - SJN 

 

July 

07/04 Ladies Auxiliary 

07/05 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

07/12 Membership Mtg - SJN 

07/18 Golf Outing 

 

New Degree Schedule 

1st, 2nd, 3rd Degree  

TBD 

 

4th Degree Exemplification 

May 21, Arlington Heights 

 

 

 

 

 

GREG’S RAMBLINGS AND RUMINATING  

Brother Knights,  

I find myself closely following the war in Ukraine. I am still puzzled 

by Russia’s move to invade what had been a friendly country to them. 

It’s like the US invading Canada. OK, we tried that once and it didn’t 

work out well, but that was a long time ago. It seems to me that 

everyone would want to live in a free society versus under an authoritarian 

government; however I suppose one has to attempt to see the other side’s views. If 

you dive into recent history, in 2013 Ukraine’s parliament overwhelmingly voted for a 

trade agreement with the European Union. The pro-Russian president refused to sign 

it and was overthrown in a revolt in 2014. Russia then overtook Crimea and the people 

in the eastern, Russian speaking areas of Ukraine, fought for independence with 

Russian support. The rest of Ukraine has become more Western with free elections, 

open markets, and efforts to diminish corruption. 

In this and previous conflicts, Russia does not have the western ethic of trying to 

reduce civilian casualties and most of the world is against Russia (or is neutral). 

Reports of theft, rape, and murder by Russian soldiers makes it even worse. I have 

found myself quietly celebrating the loss of Russian tanks, aircraft, and ships. I am 

conflicted with such thoughts. On one hand, defeating aggression and defending 

people’s freedom needs to prevail yet I am seemingly happy about the loss of life. In 

some cases I’m sure the life lost was a Russian conscript that doesn’t want to be there. 

Wouldn’t it be better if the war just ended sooner than later? Or never happened at 

all? I was looking forward to a time of post-pandemic fun and peace in the world. So 

was my retirement fund. 

The UN says that as of May 5th, more 

than 5.7 million people have left 

Ukraine since the start of the war. 

Poland has taken in 3,143,550 

refugees while Romania has welcomed 

856,941 people. Interestingly, 

727,712 have fled to Russia. Another 

1,394,640 have gone to Hungary, 

Moldova, or Slovakia. 6.5 million 

Ukrainians have been displaced within 

the country as well. Most of those leaving the country are women and children since 

the men are staying and fighting for their country. This is where the Knights of 

Columbus can help. In Ukraine, there are fewer than 1,900 Knights, with the first 

councils established in 2012. In Poland, where the first councils were established in 
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2006, there are 8,400 Knights. As an international organization, you are part of men 

of action bringing relief to people in crisis. We are called to be a light in darkness, calm 

where there is storm. See the article later in the Unitas about how you can help with 

the Ukraine Solidarity Fund. 

 

Peace! 

Greg Sengstock,  

Grand Knight – Council 12497  

 

SPRING BONFIRE 
 

A Spring Bonfire is scheduled for 

Friday May 27th, at 7:00 behind St. 

Patrick Church on Crane Rd. 

(Saturday the 28th is the rain date). 

We will drink beer, eat snacks, and 

engross ourselves in witty 

conversation. Join us and get to 

know your fellow Knights a little 

closer and bring a friend that you 

think may be a candidate to 

become a Knight. Beer and soft 

drinks will be provided. If you have a particular favorite beverage, bring that along 

with a snack.  

 

IF NOT YOU, THEN WHO? 
 

There are leadership opportunities within the council and at the district level. We are 

in need of a Chancellor, Financial Secretary, and Recorder. From KofC.com, “The 

Chancellor assists both the grand and deputy grand knights in the leading of the council 

by engaging and strengthening the council's membership“. This is an important 

position that is a precursor to higher council leadership positions. The Financial 

Secretary keeps council membership records current along with accounting for the 

money flow of the council. The Recorder is responsible for “keeping and maintaining a 

true and permanent record of all actions of the council and maintains all 

correspondence of the council”. Our District Deputy and District Warden are also 

looking for their future successor. If you have been a knight for a short time or have 

been around for a while, please prayerfully consider stepping up. 
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LADIES AUXILIARY REPORT 
 

The Ladies have been incredibly busy in April, and May’s 

 beginning keeps the momentum going.  

 

We were very blessed to have Father Jack to visit the 

Ladies Auxiliary April meeting. Father Jack said a prayer and blessed the 

Posh Purses that the Ladies Auxiliary put together with beautiful toiletries 

and gift cards for coffee or food. The Posh Purses were donated to Lazarus 

House Homeless Shelter. 

 

 

 

Donut Sunday was a time for the 

Ladies Auxiliary to provide 

information to both of our churches about joining the Ladies Auxiliary 

while promoting our Charity Garden Market sale by handing out flyers with 

Seed packets. Flowers are the perfect gift for Mother’s Day and with the 

contactless pick up the Saturday before Mother’s Day. Who could resist? 

 

 

~~~ DONATIONS ~~~ 

 

~ A donation of $300.00 was given to Corbella Clinic in Elgin to help their 

Material Assistance Fund that purchase new cribs and car seats for 

mothers in need. 

 

~ The Ladies Auxiliary donated $225.00 in March to the Joshua Tree 

Community for their reading program. This program enhances the lives of 

the people they serve. Caroline and Ann recently visited the Joshua Tree 

Community to see how the reading program worked.  

 

 

 

We had amazing Shred Day proceeds again this year. Our crew totally Shredded 

it!!!!!  Our wonderful shred ladies raised an amazing $944.00! FABULOUS!  Don’t 

forget we have another shred event in the fall. Fill up those boxes And have all your 

private papers and information shred conveniently and Super easy with us. Did I say 

it was EASY????? Drive up, hand off, watch it be shred and donate . 
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Don't Miss our next Dine-to-Donate                                   

Village Tavern and Grill – Randall Road, South Elgin  

May 19, 2022 

  

Stop by and enjoy lunch or dinner out (or both). Don’t forget to order world famous chicken 

tenders with dip and the Ladies Auxiliary will receive 20% of the bill!  This will help us continue 

to support local charity organizations. What is better than great food, great service, and 

helping others? Remember to tell your server that you are from St Patrick Parish. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Celeste Marc 

Vice President See our website at www.ladiesaux12497.org 

 

ROADSIDE CLEANUP: A WAY TO FULFILL YOUR PROMISE 
 

Looking for a way to fulfill your promise to serve, in a short and pleasant way?  Then join your 

brother knights on Saturday morning, May 21st for an hour and a half as we pick up debris along 

Randall Road.   

The day should be warm and pleasant, and the company is outstanding.  We meet in the parking 

lot at SPCR at 9:15 am.  Gloves, safety vests, bags and grippers are provided.  You should bring a 

good story, a solution to one of the world’s problems, or a complex theological issue to discuss.  

Alternatively, a solution to the malaise of our Chicago sports franchises would be welcome.   

Our council has committed to the County to perform this Adopt-A-Highway program twice a year.  

Cleaning our little stretch of Randall between Silver Glen and Red Gate always makes the area 

look thoughtfully cared for by its residents.  Compare other areas where fast-food wrappers, construction debris, and 

beverage containers make those neighborhoods appear to be headed towards ghetto status.  We knights charitably 

fulfill our civic responsibilities.   

So come join us for some fun and fraternity on Saturday, May 21st, and sign up asap at kofc12497.com under the 

Activities / Activities Signup tab, so that we know we are properly staffed.  Any questions, call event chairmen Bob 

Gilmartin at 312-771-6685 or Jim Gebhardt at 312-405-0378. 

 

A ROSARY - FOR YOU! 
 

Mark Schaefer, our new Membership Director, has committed to saying a rosary for you  

on your birthday.  He has a list of current members and their birthdays.  So when your  

special day rolls around this year, know that you are being prayed for.  Thank you Mark! 
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PRAYERS AND SUPPORT FOR UKRAINIAN REFUGEES  
 

As an organization with Charity as our first principle, we are constantly asking our members and the community at 

large for financial support. Although there is little each of us can do on our own, our second principle of Unity 

illustrates that together we can achieve great things. During World War I, the Knights of Columbus provided services 

to Allied soldiers of all faiths. One of the greatest needs of our day is the refugee crisis in Ukraine. Our fundraising 

page is at https://donate.kofccharities.org/team/424200 and it will look like this: 

 

 

 

To make an individual donation, just hit the yellow “Donate” button and follow the directions. If you want to multiply 

your efforts, hit the “Join Team” button. Add yourself as a member and solicit help from those you know. It is set up 

to work well with Facebook and Twitter. We started with a $1000 goal for our council, but I think we will at least 

double that. Thank you to those that have donated and to those that will spread the word. 
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4TH DEGREE NEWS 
 

Council & Assembly 4th Degree Knights Uniform Rebate 

 

If you are a 4th Degree Knight or prospective 4th Degree we have an offer for you.  In order to increase our Council 

support of the 4th Degree mission, we encourage you to take advantage of the rebates currently offered to those 

who purchase a complete uniform.  To show our Councils support, we are offering a $200 rebate when you purchase 

a complete uniform.  In addition, the 4th Degree Marquette Assembly is also offering an additional $100 towards your 

uniform purchase.   Take advantage of this great offer while it lasts.   Contact GK Greg Stopka, FS Bill Roth or Gary 

Stopka for more information or how to receive your rebates. 

DUES REMINDER 
 

It is time for Membership renewal / dues payment, for those who have not yet paid for this year. Same as last year: 

1. 1st dues notices were sent out by e-mail 

2. You can pay your dues online on our website: http://kofc12497.com/?page_id=44  

3. For your convenience, you may now pay your dues up to 5 years into the future.  

Every year we struggle to get our members to stay current with their dues. In fact, we still have too many of our 

brother Knights not paying their dues in a timely manner. We still must pay Supreme the dues for your Membership 

out of our general funds, even for those who do not submit dues payments to us.  It is also a lot of work for our 

Financial Secretary to chase everyone down, so we urge you to pay promptly -- THANK YOU! 

 

FLAG DAY MONUMENT GROUNDBREAKING JUNE 14 
 

Join the Knights of Columbus and the Fox Valley Patriotic Organization (FVPO) on June 14, 

2022, for the groundbreaking ceremony for the Flag Day Monument.  This will be held on 

the Riverwalk in downtown Batavia. 

The KofC Marquette Assembly #188 and other local Councils who have supported this 

Monument will be in attendance.  Wear your KofC logo shirts and join this family friendly 

event. 

The flag was first authorized by Congress June 14, 1777. Thanks to Batavia, IL native Dr. 

Bernard Cigrand, he led the effort to have Congress declare June 14 as Flag Day throughout 

America.  The United States Flag is the third oldest of the National Standards of the world; 

older than the Union Jack of Britain or the Tricolor of France. 

The symbolism of the Flag was thus interpreted by Washington: “We take the stars from Heaven, the red from our 

mother country, separating it by white stripes, thus showing that we have separated from her, and the white stripes 

shall go down to posterity representing Liberty.” 

Please put this date on your calendars, and plan to come see what this phenomenal national-caliber salute to Old 

Glory will look like. The evening festivities will start at 5:45 with some patriotic arrangements by the Batavia 

Community Band. The program will be held from 6:00-7:00pm which will include turning up the first shovels of dirt 

for the monument. 
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JOIN THE GOLF COMMITTEE – WE REALLY NEED YOUR HELP 
 

LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD MEN OR WOMEN WHO ARE PASSIONATE ABOUT THE PRO-LIFE MISSION OF 

CORBELLA CLINIC, OUR GOLF COMMITTEE NEEDS VOLUNTEERS TO HELP PLAN OUR 2022 GOLF OUTING 

 

RSVP TO:  FRED KARL,  CELL: 847-373-2922,  E-MAIL: FTKARL@SBCGLOBAL.NET  

 

GOLF OUTING: JULY 18 - SIGN-UPS, AND HELP NEEDED 
 

Over the last 22 years, St Charles Knights have 

donated $297,000 to Corbella Clinic from our yearly 

“Never Give Up on Life” golf outing. This year it will 

on Monday 7/18 at Elgin Country Club. 

 

Some thoughts on how you can help: 

1. Groups are starting to sign up for the event. Be sure 

to get your spot! Register at:http://kofc12497.com/ 

2. We need more sponsors for the golf outing – if you 

have a business, or know someone who does who would may be interested in being a 

sponsor, please let Fred Karl know (ftkarl@sbcglobal.net).  This is a great way to advertise a 

business. 

3. We are also looking for quality raffle donations. If you have a good relationship at a golf 

course, restaurant, brewery etc. let us know. We are also always looking for donations of 

wine / liquor etc. 

4. In the next month or two we will be looking for donations of golf balls and wine to use for 

prizes at the outing. If you see something on sale go get it and donate! 

 

For more information, send an email or call Jim Connor (jimcon3@comcast.net or 847-417-0522) 

Remember - “The most rewarding things you do in life are often the ones that look like they cannot be done."  

‒ Arnold Palmer 
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FIELD AGENT - MATT KLING 
 

Thank you for the prayers for my father and Brother Knight, Robert W. Kling Jr. (1945-2022).  

 

During this time of death, I am reminded of God’s plan for us. The opportunity for eternal rest in the Kingdom of 

Heaven with Jesus, the archangels and saints, and all of the faithful departed. I look forward to that day but for now, 

we are called to live a faithful life according to the precepts of the church, spend our waking hours giving thanks to 

the Lord, and live a life in discipleship with his son.  

 

Our eternal salvation depends on what we do today. It is why the perpetual watchwords of The Order are Tempus 

Fugit, Memento Mori. Time is the greatest gift and equalizer of all men. What we do with it can have a big impact on 

God’s promise to us. Are you living a Catholic life? Are you up to date with your sacraments and are your own affairs 

in order? 

 

From our humble beginnings in 1882, the primary goal of the Knights of Columbus has been and always will be to 

provide financial aid and pecuniary assistance for our members, their families, and beneficiaries.  

 

When I sat with my mother to help process the claim paperwork with the Knights, we also processed her claims with 

social security, Dad’s pension, and other financial institutions. This benefit isn’t limited to my family. Each one of our 

members has access to a Field Agent who is trained in financial claims.  

 

We will assist you during these times of despair and help sort through the mountain of paperwork that comes with the 

loss of a family member. That’s what we do as a brotherhood, united in faith and charity. Please know that I’m here 

for you and should you need any assistance, please do not hesitate to reach out.  

 

Lastly, through the end of the Fraternal Year, June 30, 2022, I will be giving away Personal Planning 

Workbooks to members of Council 12497 by emailing your request to matthew.kling@kofc.org. 

 

These workbooks will help get your affairs in order prior to death and include worksheets for wills, funeral services, 

burial, and survivors’ action items. I encourage all of you to have a plan in place. Make sure that you have reviewed 

it with your family and that when your time comes, the burden of making decisions for your survivors will be greatly 

lessened by this plan.  

 

Fraternally Yours in Christ,  

 

Matthew Kling, FSCP, FICF | Field Agent | Knights of Columbus | 303 East Main Street | Saint Charles, IL 60174 

Direct: (630) 485-8705 | Main: (800) 388-9995 
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BENEFIT……DID YOU KNOW? 
 

It’s a difficult subject to discuss, but it’s something that we all must face -- some day, we all face certain death.  

Members of the Knights of Columbus, and immediate family members of 3rd degree Knights, are entitled to a 4th 

degree Honor Guard.  At the request of the family, the Marquette Assembly #188 will put into action arrangements 

for a wake or funeral Honor Guard.  

Our Council has arranged with local funeral homes and both Parishes to include this benefit in their funeral planning 

with the family.  However, with the many details involved, this benefit may be overlooked or passed over.   So as a 

reminder, ensure that your family members are aware of your wishes. 

Also, if you know of a member who has passed, please notify our Grand Knight via email at gk@kofc12497.com.   

Due to the size of our two Parish Council and membership, we may not always be aware of a Brother Knight passing.  

It would be helpful if you know of a Brother Knight passing please contact the Grand Knight with that information as 

soon as possible.  When the Grand Knight is notified, he will contact the Assembly Faithful Navigator and Color Corp 

Commander who will arrange the service if requested and only if requested by the family.   

Soon we will add this information to our website for easier reference. 

 

PRAYER LIST 
 

Recent illnesses and deaths of our fellow knights, loved ones, and friends remind us of the 

beautiful opportunity for prayer intentions that our council's online Prayer List offers to us.  

Imagine having hundreds of knights praying for your good health, or the repose of the soul of 

your loved one.  It is so easily accomplished.   

Merely go to the council's webpage at kofc12497.com.  Currently, under the Knights Items tab 

on the menu bar, select the dropdown Prayer Request Create item.  Fill out the information page 

and submit.   

For those of us who promise to pray for a specific intention, but then have so many intentions to remember, the List 

provides a handy method to remember those intentions.  In your prayers of supplication, merely remember to say 

"And for all the intentions in my council's Prayer List" and you will be performing a wonderful act of mercy.  How 

easy is that! 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS  
 

 

 

 

 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Any Knight can sponsor our newsletter for $100 per year.  Proceeds go toward our Council’s charitable works.  

Contact the Unitas editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 
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PHOTO ALBUM 
 

A big thank you to all who contribute photos for Unitas - it makes the publication much more interesting. 

 

 

A chilly start to the day at the 

Garden Market 

 

Nice hanging baskets for this year! 

 

 

the Knights standing ready to help 

 

 

Order pickers discussing 

preparations 

 

Looking for customers to arrive 
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